[image: ]Standard Operating Procedure - River Dipping
	What it is being used for/why is activity needed
	· Group activity led by HWT staff at pre assessed location
· Species Identification of freshwater inverts
· Awareness of living things- pond life/ plants and development of these
· Understanding different habitats, the species that inhabit them
· Team building and communication opportunity
· Opportunity for taking risks in a supervised situation 
· New experiences and opportunities learning


	What are the hazards
	· Slipping or falling into pond/ river/ stream.
· Drowning
· Water borne diseases. E.g. Tetanus, Leptospirosis, Weil’s Disease (contact with contaminated water – rats urine.)
· Deep or fast flowing water.
· Exposure to harmful water borne substance 
· Nausea, ill health –due to ingestion of pond water


	What is the process you have to follow to complete the job safely
	1. Ensure all children and all adults have adequate clothing & footwear
2. Cover any cuts, sores, open wounds (ask them to check themselves over first).
3. Maintain high level of supervision for the whole duration of the activity. (e.g. 1:4 or 1:5).
4. Make sure everyone washes hands after the activity and before touching food.
5. Talk with the children about risks involved.
6. Tread carefully on banks and especially gravel banks – check for loose edging, steep gradients or extreme deep water.
7. Do not drink stream or pond water.
8. Plan rescue systems in advance.
9. First aid trained staff in attendance.
10. Only access water with existing pond dipping platforms, easy access or where the water is shallow enough to not cause serious threat.
11. Do not use any site where sewage may be present (ie downstream of a water treatment works or CSO) 
12. Check water levels on site immediately prior to event and monitor throughout activity
13. Check for algae bloom – do not dip if present – eg Bodenham

	What training and supervision is required
	· Water safety training
· First aider
· How to identify algae blooms
· Use only water with existing pond dipping platforms, easy access or where the water is shallow enough to not cause serious threat


	What PPE is required
	Hand washing to be available
Spare dry clothing/blankets in case of immersion

	What other equipment is needed
	First aid
Mobile phone – check signal

	What do you do if something goes wrong
	First Aid intervention
Phone 999 if required


	Where can you get more information
	Field Survey Risk Assessment
Working Near Water SOP




	Name of person completing form
	Role
	Date Reviewed
	Next review due

	Claire Spicer

	Head of Nature Recovery
	31/4/2025
	30/4/2026
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