[image: ]Standard Operating Procedure for 
Controlled Burning Operations 
	What it is being used for/why is activity needed
	Bonfires and controlled burning of vegetation

	What are the hazards
	· Burns to individuals
· Fire gets out of control leading to wildfire or property damage
· Damage to utilities causing major incident (eg gas explosion)

	What is the process you have to follow to complete the job safely
	1. Check weather and site conditions: Do not have a fire in extremely dry conditions 
2. Choose suitable location for the fire site to avoid accidental spread or unnecessary damage
3. Do not have fires within 100m of overhead powerlines or underground services without a further more detailed site and activity risk assessment. The risk of arcing due to overhead power lines is greater in wet or foggy weather
4. Do not have fires on sites with buried waste e.g. ex-landfill or industrial sites
5. Avoid having fires close to other properties or road – especially downwind – do not allow smoke to drift across roads
6. Avoid wearing polyester or other man-made fibre clothing when working near a fire 
7. Limit number of people working around the fire to a safe and manageable number of experienced workers
8. Keep fire under control at all times
9. Leave fire safe and not at risk of spreading at the end of the task. Tape or fence off area if risk of public/dogs walking on hot embers


	What training and supervision is required
	Internal competency training from experience officer

	What PPE is required
	Gloves

	What other equipment is needed
	1. Sufficient water and/or fire beaters to manage risk of spreading and to deal with serious burns
2. Carry burns kit in addition to normal first aid kit


	What do you do if something goes wrong
	Call 999 Fire and Rescue Service to request assistance 



	Where can you get more information
	Utilities information for underground/overhead services should be shown on Site Risk Assessment. Advice available from individual utilities companies.


	Name of person completing this form
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