[image: ]Standard Operating Procedure for 
Brush cutter, strimmer and clearing saw, Powered
	What it is being used for/why is activity needed
	To cut back rough vegetation


	What are the hazards
	· Hand arm vibration to user during operation
· Noise during operation
· Impact to exposed skin and eyes from flying debris and toxic plant saps
· Repetitive strain injury from extended operation.
· Contact with faeces 
· Fast spinning blade and associated kickback
· Disturbance of bee/wasp nests is common in summer
· Fuel spillages

	What is the process you have to follow to complete the job safely
	1. Refer to appropriate instruction manual for the model/attachment being used
2. Carry out checks of machine prior to use including on/off switch, dead man’s handle (if fitted), ensure that blade, strimmer head or saw head are correctly fitted
3. Ensure blade is sharp
4. Ensure machine has sufficient fuel and lubrication if required 
5. Before cutting check that cutter head is running freely.
6. Reduce heavy vegetation back in short lengths with several passes if possible to reduce clogging 
7. Do not try to cut vegetation that is too big (diameter) for the blade to cut
8. Other people to maintain safe distance – 15m/50ft from operator 
9. Set out signs and use banksman if necessary on busy locations
10. Correct harness for strimmer, adjusted for fit and working height.
11. Be mindful of cutting fences, stumps, rocks etc – watch out for kickback
12. Take regular rests if needed
13. After job completed, fill out user log, report any issues, sharpen blade, carry out necessary maintenance

	What training and supervision is required
	Only staff and registered volunteers who are both qualified with a valid NPTC or equivalent certificate and Herefordshire Wildlife Trust approved are permitted to use powered brushcutters.
Users must operate within the levels of their competency and in accordance with training and manufacturers instruction. Full and compliant PPE MUST be worn 

	What PPE is required
	Gloves to dampen vibration and protect hands from flying debris
Forestry helmet and/or combination of ear defenders, face shield and goggles and hat to protect ears, eyes and head from noise and flying debris .
Work boots to protect feet from flying debris etc.
Tough outer clothing including trousers and shirt or jacket to protect all exposed skin from flying debris

	What other equipment is needed
	Correct harness for the strimmer, tools to remove/replace cutting head a spanner and bar to lock head in place. Signage if required by site conditions
Fuel, oil and spill kit.

	What do you do if something goes wrong
	Stop the machine. Deal with incident as required.
Report incident. Repair machine as required.

	Where can you get more information
	Manufacturers user manual stored in Woodlands Library chest of draws
Manufacturers website 

	Name of person completing this form
	Toby Spicer

	Date form completed/updated
	01/07/2025
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