
Bodenham Lake Site Risk Assessment
Site Grid Ref:




 SO 523 511
Site Postcode: 



 HR1 3JT
Emergency services access point: 

 SO529512

What three words:



/// singing.eagles.mystified
Nearest defibrillator:


St Michaels C of E Primary School (0.1)






HR1 3JU ///drive.crazy.skinning
Nearest A&E:
County Hospital, Hereford HR1 2ER

(01432 355444) /// fully.insert.using
	29.07.2025

	29.07.2028

	3 years

	Rosie Wilson

	Reserves

	Toby Spicer, Reserves Team Manager 


Date of last Review

Date of Next Review

Review period

Responsible Officer 

Department

Signed off by

 All H&S Requirements are outlined in the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust H&S Policy

	WHOS AT RISK
Volunteers and Staff

	Hazard 
	Mitigation

	 Pathogens & Pests:

Blue Green algae – Toxic blooms occur on the lake.
 Lyme’s disease - Site has grazing stock and deer, so ticks are likely to be present.
 Leptospirosis (Wiels disease) – Carried by animals and although rare can be present in water

Blandford Fly – Biting insect often present in the spring months. Irritating bites which some people react badly to.

Avian Flu – Could occur at the site

Diseases contracted from dog/human faeces e.g. salmonella, campylobacteriosis, E. coli, hookworms, roundworms and giardia 
	Blooms are monitored for and action is taken when they occur. The Triathlon club is prohibited from entering the water should a bloom occur. Avoid contact with water when blooms are present. Signage will be implemented when a bloom occurs. Wash areas affected if contact occurs
Long trousers advisable during summer months. Tuck trousers into socks. Check (self) for ticks and make people aware of risk of Lyme’s disease. Ensure first aid kits are stocked with tick twisters. 
Wash hands after contact with lake/river water or muddy banks or anywhere that may have been contaminated with dog faeces. Wear gloves where possible. Ensure hands are washed with soap and water and/or hand sanitiser before eating. 
Lower legs particularly vulnerable so advise avoiding shorts when they are active.

Do not pick up dead birds unless wearing appropriate PPE and instructed to do so by the Reserves Manager. Follow HWT Avian Flu Protocol.
Do not touch faeces, wash hands/use hand sanitiser if you may have been in contact with faeces. Wear a solid visor when strimming. Avoid litter picking tissue without a litter picker. 

	Aggressive Dogs – Site popular with dog walkers. 

	Do not approach dogs that you are unfamiliar with. If  confronted, avoid running or screaming, or staring directly at the dog. Try to create a barrier, remain calm and slowly back away. 
 

	Steep/Slippery/unstable banks 
	Bank into river Lugg is particularly steep and has an overhang in places. Bank into the lake is also steep in places. Avoid working or walking close to the edge of the bank. If working near the edge is necessary wear bouyancy aids and use a ranging pole to test stability of the bank edge. Always carry a throwline when working near the water. 

	Deep water – Lake/river and potential for sharp objects in shallows
	Be aware of flooding, which can cause currents and deeper and murky water, avoid working in/on the lake in these conditions.

Thigh waders are only needed if water is above welly height.

Follow SOP for working in or near water – Use buoyancy aids if working in water/close to deep water. DO NOT lone work in Water



	Abusive or aggressive members of the public
	Avoid confrontation, especially whilst lone working and report antisocial and aggressive behaviour to the Reserves Manager or Park Ranger, or police if appropriate. 

	Parking and vehicles
	The car park can get busy at peak times so take care walking through the car park. Exiting or entering the site by vehicle can be blind so approach slowly. Barry the grazier, may be taking vehicles in places the public wouldn’t be expecting. When taking vehicles onto the reserve ensure a slow speed is maintained (under10mph) and use hazard signals. 

	Farm machinery
	 Avoid contact with machinery being used by contractor/grazier. Ensure adequate signage is put out where machines are in use to inform the public. Avoid working in fields when machinery is being used by others.

	Substance abuse
	Advise volunteers of known substance abuse sites to avoid and prevent injury from stray needles. Never collect needles with a sharps box and necessary PPE

	 Proximity to public road
	Be aware of road alongside reserve. 

	 Thorny scrub
	Wear work gloves and eye protection and sturdy footwear if working with this material. Ensure brash is cleared from paths to prevent others from getting thorns in feet.

	 Boat use
	Ensure life jackets are used and all safety protocols followed. No lone working with the boat.

	Trips and cuts from old stock netting and barbed wire
	Ensure that frequently accessed areas are clear of hidden fencing and barbed wire to avoid potential for trips

	Livestock
	Ensure gates are left as they have been found. Use reliable, docile stock. Use informative signage to encourage dog owners to keep dogs on leads and to inform the public of the presence of stock. 

Try to avoid working in a field with stock if possible.

Be aware of livestock and when using any machinery
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