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Birches Farm Site Risk Assessment

Site Grid Ref:




 SO 295 538
Site What3Words:



 ///century.fussy.reporting
Site Postcode: 



 HR5 3EY

Emergency services access point: 
SO 295 538 ///century.fussy.reporting (Entrance)
SO 295 537 /// relishing.helpless.grading  (Air – Wood Meadow)
Nearest defibrillator:



Kingswood village hall (834 yards)







HR5 3HG ///dunes.gliders.handyman

Nearest A&E:
The County Hospital, Wye Valley NHS Trust (16.1 mi, 01432 355 444)
	28/11/2025

	28/11/2028

	36 Months

	Luke Osman 

	Landscapes

	


Date of last Review
Date of Next Review

Review period

Responsible Officer 
Department
Signed off by

All H&S Requirements are outlined in the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust H&S Policy
	WHOS AT RISK
Volunteers, Staff and members of the public that use the site.

	Hazard
	Mitigation

	Steep slopes and banks
	Advise people about the specific steep slopes.

Avoid working on them unless absolutely necessary.

Look to relevant activity risk assessments when carrying out work on slopes.

	Deep water (pools, streams, rivers)
	Be aware of flooding, which could cause deeper, faster flowing water, avoid working in the river in these conditions.

Wet rocks within the stream will be slippery so take care when working in the water.

Thigh waders are only needed if water is above welly height.

	Uneven ground 
	Wear sturdy footwear.

Remove loose branches from walkways where possible.

	Site used for walking
	Keep footpaths safe for use. Be aware of walkers with dogs possibly. And advise them about safety linked to any work being carried out. Adhere to safe working in relevant task risk assessment.

	Farm machinery
	Avoid contact with machinery. Do not use machinery unless trained to use so and avoid working in areas where farm machinery is being used.

	Overhead power lines and underground services
	Be aware of these and if working near them follow safety procedures in relevant task RA. 

Work to legal working distances, if closer contact company. 

	Working in proximity to public rights of way    
	Operate safe working practices by displaying hazard warning signs when working close to right of way.

	Working in proximity to public road
	Operate safe working practices by wearing hi viz garments when working on roadside, with hazard warning signs and use banksman to warn drivers/operators if required.

Operations to be carried out from reserve side in preference to roadside, where practicable.

	Falling branches from trees and hazardous trees
	Carry out Tree safety surveys in accordance to the tree safety plan and carry out works required. Re-monitor trees that have been highlighted for monitoring.

	Blackthorn/hawthorn thorns
	Advise people about areas of blackthorn and hawthorn and if working with then wear gloves.

	Site known for grazing stock or deer / ticks (Lymes disease)
	Make people aware of risk of lymes disease if any.

Advise people about stock and closing gates behind them.

Try to avoid working in a field with stock if possible.

	Grazing animals.
	Seasonal cattle grazing. Use reliably docile stock, advise visitors to walk around the herd. Keep signage up to date with relevant contact details for grazier. Design works to not disturb livestock. 

	Bio – hazards and diseases (Weil’s disease)
	Keep away from all faeces on site, if livestock or dog mess. If working near water, ensure hands are washed after work and gloves are worn.
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