
The Essex Arms Site

Could it be a small Wetland Park?

With a cycling/walking path 
between the City and new 

Medical Centre?
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Former Essex Arms Sports Ground 
site, across the City Link Road from 
the new Medical Centre. 
This site is already being colonised by 
wildlife, e.g. kingfishers

Photos by Mo Burns, 2019



Marsh marigold, Purple loosestrife and 
Yellow flag iris  (photos by N Geeson)

Wetlands quickly bring new 
enhanced biodiversity of plant 
and animal species

Photos of little 
egret etc., 
awaiting credits



Green spaces, such as wetland 
parks can:

Å Increase adjacent property 
values

Å Help filter urban pollution
Å Act as a carbon storage sink
Å Increase urban biodiversity
Å Attract tourists as well as 

local people
Å Improve physical and mental 

health, and therefore:
Å Help save the NHS 

money if people become 
more healthy

Å Decrease workplace 
absences

Å Improve workplace 
productivity



An aerial view of the Essex Arms Site, when it flooded badly in March 2008. The 
Flood Alleviation Scheme was implemented in 2012, but there has still been 
regular, substantial flooding on e.g. Merton Meadows car park and Newtown Road
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