Conserving Herefordshire’s
Ice Age Ponds
[image: image1.jpg]Herefordshire
Wildlife Trust E&s



[image: image2.jpg]/ sar  Herefordshire Amphibian
&% & Reptile Team



[image: image3.jpg]by -

Herefordshire & Worcestershire

EARTH HERITAGE TRUST



[image: image4.jpg]{é HERITAGE
FUND




Aim: 

Our wonderful mapping volunteers have identified over 1200 ponds that are in our area of interest and shown on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey maps, produced between 1885 and 1891.  Not all of these ponds will be Ice Age, and not all ponds made it on to the maps but this gives us an indication of how many ponds there were at this point in time and where they were located.
What we need to know now is; how many of them are still there, and what condition they are in.  There are far more ponds than we will be able to complete detailed surveys for, so we have devised a much simpler survey that will help us focus our efforts.
Before you set off:

Plan your walk

We will provide you with a digital map of a specific area (5km by 5km), within this, the area we are interested in will be highlighted and 2 sets of ponds marked – those that are on the 1st edition (*) and those that are marked on modern maps (red diamond).  If you would like to have a printed version of the map to, then please do let us know and we will post one to you.  
You will need to plan to walk that goes past as many of these ponds as possible along rights of way.  This may be on footpaths, roads, bridleways or on common and open access land.  You do not need to leave the rights of way to record the ponds – record what you can see and then move on to the next one.  There will be lots of ponds not visible from a right of way, this is fine, you don’t need to try and get access to these.  
Covering the whole area will probably take several trips, and require a bit of planning regarding where to start/stop and the planned routes to return to your start point.  There is no set distance you need to cover at any one time, or length of time that you must spend walking the area, so please plan to do this in a way that suits you.  It is possible that footpaths may be impassible due to vegetation or mud, or they just disappear ,or that you are not able to walk near some areas – busy roads are not recommended.  If you are not starting from your home you will need to find a safe place to leave your car – this needs to be off road/ not obstructing gateways/farm access.  Remember not to leave valuables in your car. 

Who to go with

We recommend doing this task with company, but if you are walking alone, please leave routes and timings with someone, so that they will be alerted if you do not return.  If you are walking with someone from outside your household, please remember to follow social distancing guidelines (which may include travelling arrangements to arrive on site).  Feel free to take your dog with you, some helpful advice, including tips for walking through fields of livestock can be found here (https://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice/safety/dog-walkers.aspx).
When to do it

For your safety and comfort you are advised not to go out on days when the weather is very hot/ cold/ wet or windy.  When you do go out, please dress appropriately for the weather – waterproofs and warm clothes, sun hats and sun cream on sunny days.  We generally recommend long sleeves and trousers to protect from scratches/ tick bites.
What you need to pack

You don’t need much kit to do these surveys, either paper copies of the form (we can send some in the post if you need them) and a clipboard, or a notebook and pencil to record your answers or a mobile phone or tablet to complete the survey and find grid references. You may wish to take the Ordnance Survey map that covers the area you are walking, if you have a copy at home, or the printed map we provided.  You might also need something to drink, any food you might want while walking and a little bit extra of both (just in case it takes a bit longer).  If you have one, we also recommend a mobile phone (with charge) for emergencies.
Risk Assessment:

We hope that this task will be interesting and fun and perhaps take you to areas you wouldn’t otherwise visit.  While we have done our best to plan a safe activity we would like you to read the Risk Assessment provided and confirm that you understand its contents, by signing it and returning a copy to us (a photograph of a signed one is fine).
Completing the Survey

The survey consists of 7 questions.  To make it simple for you to complete, but also easier for us to assess the data later, there are 2 ways to record your answers
1) You complete the survey for each pond on paper, or in a notebook.  We will email a blank form to you, but paper copies can be sent if you need them.
2) You can complete the questions using a free app on your smartphone and some tablets.  The app is called DataScope and has the questions pre-installed.  This app has been chosen, as it should be possible to answer the questions, even when you do not have any mobile signal/ wifi and then upload all of your answers once you have signal again.  If you would like to try using this app, please let me know the email address associated with your phone (e.andrews@worc.ac.uk) and I will invite you to download the app and complete the forms.  You will need to set up an account (you need an email address, name and password – please use something unique to this app) and it will then ask you for:
“Access to make and mange photos, media and files” Deny access.  
Then it will ask “Access to make and manage phone calls” – Deny Access.  
Then it will ask “Access to take pictures and record video” – Deny Access.
Then it will ask “Access to this device’s location” Allow Access
You will then get shown “Available Forms”.  Click on the arrow for Walking Survey Questions and complete the questions.  At the end you can select “Finish” and then “Confirm form finished” Select “yes” if you have answered.  You will need to do this for every pond (or missing pond) that you see.  If your phone doesn’t have signal, you will be prompted to upload later.  
The Survey:

Q.1. Volunteer Initials.

This is just in case we need to come back and ask a question at a later point.
Q.2.The grid reference of the pond.

Although you won’t be standing next to the pond, we are using 10 figure grid references as the easiest way to work out which ponds you are looking at.  The easiest way to get one of these is using a Grid Reference app on your phone or tablet or a handheld GPS device, if you have one.  
Two free apps currently available to download are:
· GeoExplore – produced by BrooksDesigns – this is a geologocal recording app that can be used on Android and Apple devices.  Once the app is downloaded, open it and on the first page you will see a purple button marked “tools”. Press this and a drop down menu appears.  At the bottom of the menu is a 10 figure grid reference.  
· Grid Reference by Arthur Embleton – only available for Android devices.  Once the app is downloaded, click to open and it will automatically show a 6 figure grid reference. Press “Figures” in the top right of the screen and select “10 figures” from the drop down list.
If you don’t have access to a smartphone or GPS, you can use https://gridreferencefinder.com/.  Either search or zoom in to the point where you were standing and right click on the map.  A marker will appear on the map and a table will be created at the bottom of the page with 10 figure grid references. - For all of our areas of interest, they should start with SO.
Q.3. Date you saw the pond.  

We need to know this as at different times of the year there will be more or less water around, which will make it easier or harder to spot the ponds.
Q.4. Was this pond on the map given to you?

Select one answer.
Yes – it was marked on the 1st Edition OS maps – shown on your map with an *
Yes – it was marked on modern maps – shown on your map as a red diamond
Yes – it was marked on both the maps – red diamond and *
No – no pond marked on either map – no red diamond or * - there may be a pond that was missed off our list, in which case mark as “No” and in comments, mention that it is on the map, but wasn’t on the list.
Q.5. What condition is the pond in now?

Please select one answer.
No sign of pond at all
Bog/ wetland vegetation but no water – probably a damp patch rather than a pond
Looks like it fills in winter but empty now
Looks like it dries in summer but has water now
Looks like a permanent pond all year round
Covered in trees and shrubs – You can see where a pond might be, but can’t see any water because there is vegetation in the way
Q.6. Any notes?

Feel free to put anything here that you think might be useful.  E.g. it has a fence round it, lots of grazing, looks like it is a garden pond, looks like it has been dug out/ altered, it has ditches going in or out, used as a fishing pond.
Q.7. Photo Details

If you think it would be useful to take a photo then please do, e.g. the pond has been recently dug out/ infilled/ turned into a housing estate.  Including the file name within the form will just help us link individual photos to specific ponds, 700 unnamed photos of ponds will be hard to sort out.  Email any photos to e.andrews@worc.ac.uk.  Don’t worry if you haven’t taken any photos it isn’t a key part of the data collection, just an added bonus. 
Getting the data to us:

To make this easy to do for you but also easy to assess for us we have come up with 2 ways you can share your answers.
1) If you completed the survey on paper forms, you will need to use the following link to a google form: https://forms.gle/PPRgdjEa52JCqd3z9

 HYPERLINK ""
 and submit your answers for each pond individually.  You will be asked for your email address – this will be removed from all data once the surveys are complete, but allows you the option of editing your answers at a later stage.  At the bottom of the survey is a toggle button to “send me a copy of my response”.  If you select this you will receive a copy to the email address provided.  Within this email is a link to “edit response”, and you can use this to make any changes at any point after you have submitted your answers.
2) If you used the DataScope app, your data should have been sent automatically.  If you didn’t have signal, you may need to do this once you have wifi.  To do this; once you have signal/ wifi.  Select the menu button in the top left hand corner and then select “My History”.  You should see a list of completed forms that are pending.  At the bottom of the screen it says “Synchronize Answers”.  Click this and it will upload your forms – this often takes a couple of minutes
If you have any questions about any part of the survey then please do get in touch.  Happy pond hunting!
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