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Welcome to the eighth issue of Common 
Heritage, the newsletter of the Community 
Commons Project. This project is now in its sixth 
and final year. Over the past five years the project 
has worked with local communities on 12 of 
Herefordshire’s commons, taking practical action 
to conserve their precious wildlife. The work of the 
project has been very varied, so this newsletter 
includes just a selection of recent achievements. 
 
Grazing 
Grazing is an essential part of the management of 
acid grassland to prevent the spread of bracken 

and scrub. 
On Ewyas 
Harold 
Common 
there has 
been very 
little 
grazing for 
many 
years.  
So, after 

facilitating a temporary transfer of grazing rights, 
the project has arranged for four Exmoor ponies 
to take up residence on the common. They have 
settled in well!  
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Work is on-going to negotiate and secure further 
Stewardship grants for Herrock Hill, Merbach Hill, 
Ewyas Harold, Cefn Hill, Vagar Hill and Garway 
Hill to ensure long-term sustainable management 
of the commons. An increase in the amount of 
species-rich acid grassland can already be seen 
after just three years of bracken and gorse cutting.  
 
Archaeology �
Herefordshire Council archaeologists have 
worked closely with the project to help manage 
the many fascinating archaeological features on 
the commons. Volunteers have cleared bracken 
and gorse from Offa’s Dyke on Herrock Hill, and 
an archaeological survey training day on Cefn Hill 

in April was 
well attended 
and collected 
valuable 
information 
about the 
site of an old 
farmstead on 
the common. 
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Reptile surveys have been carried out on all 12 
commons, and habitat management for adders, 

including 
hand 
clearance 
of gorse, 
has taken 
place on 
Yatton Hill 
and 
Ewyas 
Harold 
Common. 
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Hazel dormice have now 
been found on Merbach 
Hill, Ewyas Harold 
Common and Badley 
Wood Common, and 
volunteers are carrying 
out a survey this year on 
Yatton Hill. The 30 
dormouse nest boxes on 
Merbach Hill are being 
monitored for the 
National Dormouse 
Monitoring Scheme.  
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A glow-worm survey on 
Garway Hill last year 
revealed a thriving 
population of these 
fascinating glowing 
beetles. Hopefully this 
year’s survey on Ewyas 
Harold Common will be 
equally successful. 
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If grazing is to continue 
it is essential to ensure 
that the commons are 
adequately fenced. 
Several kilometres of 
fencing and hedge-
planting have been 
paid for by Stewardship 
grants on Hergest 
Ridge, Ewyas Harold 
and Garway Hill. 

Reptile survey on Herrock Hill Common 

  Hazel dormouse 

 Glow-worm 

 Fencing with volunteers on 
Garway Hill Common 



 Fungus foray on Yatton Hill Common 
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Volunteers on Ewyas Harold, Merbach Hill and 
Garway Hill continue to collect valuable data from 
their butterfly and bird surveys in spring and 

summer. A survey for spring 
ephemeral plants on 
Herrock Hill and Wyson 
Common revealed species 
rare elsewhere in 
Herefordshire, including the 
tiny upright chickweed. 
Scrub clearance has also 
revealed large areas of 
meadow saffron on several 
commons. 
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The Forest 
Schools on five 
commons have 
continued to be a 
great success and 
are run by the 
teachers with 
Forest School 
training paid for 
by the project. On  
Merbach Hill,  
eagle-eyed children  
from Clifford School enjoyed a very successful nut 
hunt during the winter, looking for evidence of 
hazel dormice. And reptile walks with What’s that 
Snake Project Officer Nigel Hand are always 
popular. 
�
!����������
����
Fifteen interpretation panels have been installed 
at various entrances to eight of the commons. A 

booklet has also  
been written for  
Ewyas Harold 
Common to 
celebrate the 
common’s 
history and 
wildlife. 
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Two more 
fungus 
forays are 
planned for 
this year on 
Hergest 
Ridge and 
Garway Hill 
in October. 
Please 
contact Judy 
Hart for further details. �
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To celebrate the project we plan to produce a 
2011 Community Commons calendar. As there 
are 12 commons in the project – Badley Wood, 
Brimfield, Cefn Hill, Climbing Jack, Ewyas Harold, 
Garway Hill, Hergest Ridge, Herrock Hill, Merbach 
Hill, Vagar, Wyson and Yatton – we would like to 
select one photo to represent each common. So if 
you have any starry photos you think show the 
essence of your common, please send them to us 
and we will choose our favourites to go in the 
calendar. Photographers will, of course, be 
credited! Wildlife photos taken on the common or 
a photo of a special event would also be welcome.  
 
Digital photos are preferred and should be 
attached one at a time to emails and sent to 
j.hart@herefordshirewt.co.uk. Prints can also be 
scanned but it may not be possible to return them 
to you. Please send them to the Nature Trust 
address below. Please send all photos by the 
deadline of July 30.  
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The Community Commons Project would like to 
say a big thank you to everyone who has helped 
and given their time to make the project a 
success. We hope to invite you all to a celebration 
event towards the end of the project. 

Interpretation for Herrock Hill Common 

 Interpretation panel on Yatton Hill 

 Upright chickweed 

 
The Community Commons Project wishes to acknowledge the  
financial support of the Heritage Lottery Fund, with additional  
support from Natural England and Herefordshire Council. 
 

 
 

Useful contacts 
Herefordshire Nature Trust 
Herefordshire Nature Trust can provide practical conservation  
advice and further information about the Community Commons  
Project. Sam Durham and Judy Hart (�  01432 356872) 
s.durham@herefordshirewt.co.uk 
j.hart@herefordshirewt.co.uk 
Herefordshire Nature Trust, Lower House Farm, Ledbury Road, 
Tupsley, Hereford HR1 1UT 
 
Natural England 
Natural England is the Government’s statutory adviser on nature 
conservation. Julie Button (�  01905 363426) 
 
Herefordshire Nature Trust is a Limited Company  
Reg. Number 743899 England; Registered charity number 220173 
 
Photos: Glow-worm Nick Loven; Hazel dormouse Ian Pratt; Upright 
chickweed Helen Chadburn; all other photos Judy Hart 

Reptile walk on Ewyas Harold Common 


